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Video tutorials
On the Unit 7 Moodle Page
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 Library Welcome Refresher 

 Research Skills

 Referencing



Contents
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 Getting started with your research

➢ Search terms / keywords 

 Library resources 

➢ why use the library for your research?

➢ getting results with the library catalogue

➢ Bibliographies (reading lists)

 Reading for research

 Referencing

➢ cite them right online



What are search terms
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key words that summarise your idea

basics : 

‘art’, ‘artists’  or ‘photography’ , ‘sculpture’, 

or ‘aesthetic’ 

social terms : 

‘class’ or ‘race’ or ‘gender’ , ‘community’ or 

‘identity’, ‘nationality’, ‘sexuality’

artist names or art movements : 

‘abstract’, ‘surrealist’  , ‘Ofili’ or ‘Emin’
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Search terms : synonyms

 Synonyms : words or phrases that mean the 

same as another word or phrase in the same 

language

 Library search, our catalogue, responds to 

exact word matches. Expanding your search 

terms helps you find more research 

resources.



7 

Search terms : avoiding over-specificity

Image freepik

Image freepik

Image freepik

https://www.freepik.com/free-photo/colorful-fruits-one-red-four-green-mellow-fresh-ripe-apples-isolated-grey-desk_8077671.htm#fromView=keyword&page=1&position=0&uuid=a344114e-0383-485e-b76f-3ffc47bbe845&query=Green+Red+Apple
https://www.freepik.com/free-photo/wooden-bucket-full-fresh-fruits-marble-surface_14412761.htm#fromView=keyword&page=1&position=3&uuid=111f9db7-6b9d-48b4-9828-65d4db97b8e0&query=Fresh+Fruit
https://www.freepik.com/free-photo/top-view-vegetable-composition-with-fresh-fruits-blue-table_17046787.htm#fromView=keyword&page=1&position=33&uuid=d05c17a6-9f8b-4fdb-ac4d-6c33b1ba6a8b&query=Fruits+And+Vegetables


Demonstration : Search Terms 
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Image freepik

My list of search terms / key words

 

Include basics

Include social terms 

Include artists and /or 

       art movements

    

List

https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/notebook-mockup_1014962.htm#fromView=keyword&page=1&position=15&uuid=1bb66cf5-6995-4260-9767-2c82d9eb2dca&query=Notebook
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Why use the library for your research?

 Support your work by using credible academic 

sources to show your research level.

 Show that you have researched widely by using 

different types of sources including both recognised 

published authors and contemporary web-sources 

or outsider voices.

 Get access to material that is not accessible by 

searching on Google, including subscriber paid 

content.

 Maximise your marking potential. 



Using library search for key words help

10 

Take a minute to find the library search 

page on your phone or device

https://libsearch.arts.ac.uk/

or search ‘UAL library search’
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Use combinations of 2 or 3 terms at a 

time to search the UAL catalogue for 

books

Play with different combinations and your 

synonyms  - scan the titles

Eliminate connecting words and avoid 

being over specific 

Getting results with the library catalogue



Library search help demonstration

12 

https://libsearch.arts.ac.uk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-main.pl
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UAL bibliographies

 The Edit Fine Art

 Fine Art Practice History and 

Theory Bibliography

 Whitechapel Documents of 

Contemporary Art

https://www.theedit.site/
https://arts.ac.libguides.com/c.php?g=366075&p=4849900
https://arts.ac.libguides.com/c.php?g=366075&p=4849900
https://libsearch.arts.ac.uk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-search.pl?q=an:307020
https://libsearch.arts.ac.uk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-search.pl?q=an:307020
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Reading for research
 Start with 2-4 books closely aligned with your 

research idea

 Skim read the introduction and conclusion 

chapters for the positionality of the book.

 Use the chapter listing or index to find relevant 

sections of text; read some paragraphs 

selectively to analyse and to source your 

quotes and citations. 

 You are unlikely to have time to read whole 

books cover to cover, come back to favourites 

later. 

 Note your page numbers!
Image freepik
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Why use quotes and citations?

 Quotes and citations help to emphasise a point.

 It is good practice to actively look to quote and cite from others’ work

 Showing a breadth of research sources (including books!).

 As creators acknowledging others’ work and influence is important and 

ethical. 

 Referencing is evidence of your research and analysis. Academic writing is 

not all about your opinions : investigate your ideas and discuss different 

perspectives.



Cite them right online

UAL uses Harvard 

referencing.

Always use Cite 

Them Right Online, 

you have access 

through your library 

account.

https://www-citethemrightonline-com.arts.idm.oclc.org/


Drop-in support
Details on the Unit 7 Moodle Page
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Library : How to Research, Wednesday 26th Feb, 11am–12pm, with Vanessa and Beth

Writing Cafes in the Learning Zone with Academic Support



arts.ac.uk

Thank you

Grace O’Driscoll

Academic Support Librarian, Fine Art

g.odriscoll@arts.ac.uk

mailto:emailaddress@arts.ac.uk
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